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SCHOOLS — INCLUSIVE EDUCATION WA 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SITTING HOURS — 20–22 OCTOBER 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Minister for Education and Training) [5.20 pm]: I want to make 
a quick statement in response to a matter raised yesterday by Hon Alison Xamon, and then a separate matter that 
I will touch on as well. 
Hon Alison Xamon in her adjournment statement yesterday raised the issue of inclusive education. I want to advise 
the house that in 2017 the Department of Education entered into a two-year agreement with the WA AIDS Council 
to provide to those public secondary schools that sought professional development on how to provide inclusive school 
policies and practices for LGBTIQ students. That program has been useful in providing face-to-face professional 
development and advice for the staff of those public secondary schools that chose it. I thank the AIDS Council for 
its work. However, only a small number of schools accessed the face-to-face service—an independent piece of 
work the Department of Education did with school leaders on how to provide ongoing and relevant professional 
development. The majority of schools expressed a preference for online content as they did not want to take time 
out of the school day for face-to-face options. In September 2019, a one-year extension to the funding agreement 
was entered into, very specifically and explicitly to develop content for online professional development modules for 
staff at those schools that chose to use it and to provide assistance to those schools. That one-year extension expires 
on 31 October this year. Good work has been done, but it was clear that significant numbers of schools were not 
using the service and, in addition to that, school staff had already indicated to the department that they preferred 
to do their professional development online. 
On an entirely separate and unrelated matter, I ask members of the house to consider our sitting arrangements next 
week. I am asking for suggestions on how we might generate more time—whether that be, for example, sitting 
until 9.45 pm on Wednesday, starting earlier, sitting later on other nights, or any other suggestions that members 
might like to make, considering other elements of the regular business of the house, be they committee reports or 
motions—so that we can deal with legislation. 
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